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Year 6 enjoying ice-cream
and sunshine after their last
SATs test!

It's that time of year again!
Lighter nights and warmer weather can mean only one thing in primary
schools across the country... SATs tests! All across England, Year 6 pupils
took their end of Key Stage 2 SATs (Statutory Assessment Tests) during the
week beginning the 8th May, and we at Clifton were no different. These tests
are designed to measure how much progress in learning each child has
made across their primary years (in English and Maths) and how effective
schools have been in educating the children (in these areas).
Last year, the government changed these tests, making them significantly
harder than in previous years. This has been a real challenge for children
and teachers alike. I am exceptionally proud to report that each Year 6
child gave these SATs their very best efforts. They dug deep and never
gave up, battling on until the very end of each test, showing great
commitment and perseverance.
Whatever the 'official results' of these tests, we must be reminded that
these only 'measure' a small part of each child's education. They do not
measure each child's sense of humour, kindness, caring actions, increased
confidence, empathy, reflectiveness, talents in sport, engineering, art or
sport, the way their smile lights up a room as they walk in, or their all
round awesomeness!
Rather than this experience being stressful, I think the children actually
'enjoyed' the week, being able to 'show off' their learning and feeling a real
sense of accomplishment! Of course, the special 'SATs breakfast' (see
inside) and ice-cream treat helped too!
Fingers crossed for some more fine weather over our May half term week.
Have a lovely break,

Kind regards
Sarah Threlkeld-Brown (Head Teacher) and the Clifton School Team

#TeamClifton

Clifton School VALUES - The Seven 'Cs' of CLIFTON
CONFIDENCE

CURIOSITY

COLLABORATION

COMMUNICATION

CREATIVITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP
COMMITMENT

In assembly this half term we have started to look at how
people show our 'School Values' in different ways. We began
by interviewing Mrs. Jill Davies, one of our wonderful Teaching
Assistants. Jill is certainly an ambassador of our school values
as she ran the London Marathon to raise money for 'Cancer
Research'. We asked her questions about how she showed
each of our values in her journey to the day and on the day of
the marathon itself. She even brought in her medal for use to
see! We at Clifton School are all very proud of her
achievements! Well done Mrs. Davies - #TeamClifton

'RESPECT' has been, and will continue to be, a
key word in our assemblies. We have talked
about how 'RESPECT' surrounds and weaves
its way through all of our 'Seven Cs'. We have
looked at what 'RESPECT' means, how we show
respect to ourselves,
each other and the
school environment, as well as linking to our
'British Values' and 'Citizenship' learning.

The Three Peaks Challenge

How would YOU like to test yourself and
demonstrate our school values? Join the Clifton
School 'Three Peaks Challenge' - planned for May
2018 to raise funds for school improvement.
Ask in school for more information.
A REALLY EXCITING OPPORTUNITY!
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This week the children in Classes 2 and 3 joined forces
with a collaborative writing morning. Class 2 had been
learning descriptive writing techniques, linked to Little
Red Riding Hood and the 'dense, dark forest', whilst Class
3 had become budding journalists with 'ONCE UPON A
TIMES' newspaper, reporting the 'foul felony' that WAS the
break-in at the law-abiding Three Bears' humble abode!
Class 3 were given the task of 'teaching' Class 2 how to
make their own 'fairy tale' writing even more exciting.

'The Mysterious Door' - where will it take you?
The whole school became authors when they

wrote stories about a Mysterious Door. Each

child has 'published' their writing and it is now
ON DISPLAY in our main corridor.

PLEASE take the time to come and have a look at
all the children's writing and see the 'writing

journey' children go on throughout our Primary
School.

Handwriting - have you noticed your child's

handwriting is getting neater and joined? We

have been concentrating on teaching children
how to join as it supports the flow of their
writing AND their spelling skills.
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Bioko Island

Class 1 have been busier than ever!
Inspired by The Tale of Squirrel Nutkin, Class 1 have
been learning about owls and islands. We have
looked at owl pellets and discovered what Little Owls
eat for their tea and made our own camouflaged
tawny owls to hide amongst the trees.

We have made our role play corner into a Woodland
Café and served meals only an owl would enjoy! We
have also made rafts out of sticks and tested to see if
they would float with a squirrel on board. Moving on
to more distant islands we have worked together to
make our own islands which we then wrote
descriptions of. Quite a busy 5 weeks!

Double click to edit text
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SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE
School Council have met with Mrs. Threlkeld-Brown
for another 'working lunch' where they discussed
lots of ideas for improving school further. They
were asked to go back to their classes and hold
'Class Council' meetings to discuss: 'How can we
make SNACK time more efficient?', 'What ideas do
we have for the school Summer Fair?', and 'What
would children like to see to improve the school
even further?'
Chairperson: Harley Johnson
Vice Chair: Jakub Kedzierski
Secretary: Lydia Clark
Other School Councillors: Hugh Wannop, Katie-Leigh
Holloway, Harry Berrisford, Tyler Bainbridge.

WATCH THIS SPACE!
Up-and-coming Events
MATHS WORKSHOP: Supporting
your child in mathematics
Date: Tuesday 27th June
Time: 6.30pm
Where: School
The 'BIG
Sleepover' is
back! YR / 1 / 2
are having a
school sleepover
tonight! More
news to follow!

Whole School trip to
Whinlatter and the
Osprey viewing point:
Thursday 8th June.

The PTA Summer Fair will be
held on Saturday 15th July.

The date for our School Sports
Day is Wednesday 28th June.
Fingers crossed for fine weather!
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Class 3 (alongside other
children in the chorusline)
will be performing songs
from 'Matilda The Musical'
on Tuesday 18th July at
6.30pm in the Village Hall.
Many, many thanks to
Anna Atkinson for her
time and expertise to
make this happen!

The 'School
Sponsored Walk'
will take place on
Tuesday 11th July

End of term celebration 'Clifton's Got Talent' followed
by 'Family Picnic' : Thursday
20th July.

Other NEWS!

We are thrilled to tell you that Mrs. Thornton will be coming back to
school for her maternity leave, starting on Thursday 15th June. She
will be teaching in Class 2 on Thursdays and Fridays. This means that
Mrs. Threlkeld-Brown will be teaching in Class 3 with Miss Simpson, as
well as working across school.
The new school year isn't far away - we will let you know the
arrangements for classes and teachers shortly - as soon as we are
sure we have made the right decision for each individual child.
Jenkinsons are coming into school to visit Class 3
on
They will be explaining to the children exactly
what the business entails and what is in the
lorries that pass school regularly!
The children will be researching the company
before the visit (as well as completing traffic
surveys to identify how many lorries pass through
Clifton each day!) so they will be able to ask
pertinent questions and have a background
knowledge of a large business on their doorstep.

School Lunches
Our lunches continue to grow from
strength to strength. The children are
also loving our 'themed lunches'.
Recently, we have had a 'Titanic'
banquet, 'Teddy Bear's picnic', and ' A
British Celebration'.
Up-and-coming
themed lunches include: 'World Ocean
Day' on Friday 9th June, where the
children will have a 'Fish and Chip lunch'
in paper, followed by ice-cream cones!
Delicious!

Year 6 have started
their transition visits
to secondary school.
We visited UCC on
Tuesday and then had
a picnic lunch!

Year 6 children
having their
'SATs breakfast'
- cups of tea all
round!

Class 2 will be
visiting 'The
Oaks'
development
in the village.
The will learn
all about
Health and
Safety as well
as how Storys
build homes.

TAG RUGBY TOURNAMENT

Look at all these happy faces!
This was the 'crew' we took to the Tag Rugby Tournament at Frenchfields. We may
be a small school but we sent one of the largest 'squads'! With two Y5/6 teams and
to Y 3/4 teams, it was difficult to keep track of our successes! However, what I
CAN say is that the children were a credit to our school - well behaved, wellmannered and superb sportsmanship.
Mrs. TBs Y3/4 team won every match they played!
Alongside the children, we brought with us a 'raft' of spectators - again, I think
we had the most spectators for the size of our school. And not only were we there
in force - we were also definitely the LOUDEST!
Thank you to all the parents and relatives who came to watch and cheer us on. We
had a fantastic morning, despite the very cold weather!

Well done to our team who entered the
Orienteering competition at Newton
Rigg. Another cold day but excellent
sportsmanship and collaboration. Thank
you to Anthea and Mrs. Price for taking
the children. They came '10th' overall,
which is a great achievement! So proud:
Ben in action!

Lily, Sasha, Kyle, Joshua, Cole, Oliver, Freya, Ellie,
Danny, Micia, Joseph and Cara.

These dates will be added to as the year
progresses:
May
* 26th - The BIG Sleepover YR/1/2
* 26th - Half term break
June
* 4th - Back to school after half term
* 7th June - new parents' evening
*8th - Whole School Trip to Whinlatter
* Week beg. 12th - Year 1 Phonics
Screening Check
* Week beginning 19th - BIKEABILITY Y5 Monday - Thursday
* 19th - Bikeability Y4 - afternoon
* 23rd - Year 5 Science visit to UCC
* 27th - Maths Parents' Evening in School
* 29th - Global Learning event @ UCC - Y6
July
* 3rd - 5th Barcaple Residential visit
Y3/4/5/6
* 6th - Y6 Transition day to Secondary
School
* 7th - Appleby Sports
* 7th - non-uniform day for School Fair
* 10th - One Small Bird Performance Class 3 @ Sands Centre, Carlisle
* 11th - Whole School Sponsored Walk
* 15th - PTA Summer Fair
* 18th - School Performance - 'Matilda'
* 19th - Y6 Leavers' Assembly
* 20th - Family Picnic & End of Term!

Clifton School's P.T.A. (Parent
Teacher Association) do an
AMAZING job, organising
fundraising events for the
children. The have raised a
STAGGERING amount of money
and we hope you will soon see
the benefits for your child in
school.
This term we have used PTA
money to pay for:
* transport for all school trips
* new display boards around
school
* 'Spellodrome' online login and
access for each child in school
Lager this term, we plan to use
more of the money raised to begin
a refurbishment project
throughout school - watch this
space for more details.

HOME LEARNING - as well as
'Challenge Grids', each child
has a log in for 'Mathletics'
and 'Spellodrome'. Ask them
to log on and have a look at
how much fun spelling can
be!

Clifton School Termly Award Winners:
* 'SUCCESS' Trophy - JOSHUA MUIRHEAD
* 'WRITING' Star - JOSHUA DAVIES
*'SPORTSMANSHIP' Shield - JOSHUA MUIRHEAD
Many congratulations to you all! We are so proud of you!

The Wood Lads!
Are YOU in need of logs for you fire or wood-burning stove?
Well, we have the answer in...'THE WOOD LADS'!
Our enterprising 'lads' ( and lasses) are selling logs by the bag. Collect
from school - outside at the end of the school day.£2.50 per
bundle.See Riley, Ryan, Danny, Colby and Lydia for more details. Money
raised will go towards school refurbishment.

This is an enterprise project that the
children have started themselves.
They are running it as a business with
spreadsheets, profit and loss etc.
Please support them! They are very
proud of their idea and achievements
(as are we)!
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NEW WEBSITE:
We are in the process of having a new website
built. This is very exciting and we hope it will go
'live' shortly after half term.
Many thanks to Jill Harrington, who volunteered
to come into school and take professional
photos for us.

Toddler Stay and Play is every
Monday from 2.45pm - 3.30pm.
Come along and join in the
learning and the fun!

Tel: 01768 868817
Email:
admin@clifton.cumbria.sch.uk

