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Our shared school values underpin the ethos
We are delighted to welcome you to Clifton
of the school and represent the high standards
Primary School, our small village school with of behaviour and learning which we
a thriving community ethos. We pride
encourage both inside and out of school.
ourselves on the family atmosphere that
These values encourage all members of the
permeates all aspects of school life, providing school community, children and adults alike,
children with the genuine care and nurture
to be responsible and successful members of
that they need to thrive, from their early years society.
all the way through to Year 6. We strive to
ensure that all children feel happy, safe, secure Our rural environment enables us to provide
and truly valued as individuals in our school
rich learning experiences with a strong
family.
emphasis on the outdoors and our village
setting.
Our vibrant and exciting curriculum embraces
the beautiful rural surroundings in which we
are situated, recognising local history, heritage,
geography, business links and, most
importantly, the aspirations of all our children.
Our aim is to develop every child's individual
talent whether it be academic, artistic or
sporting. High quality, personalised learning
opportunities enable our children to thrive,
providing them with the necessary experiences
and skills to achieve their full potential as
independent learners in the 21st Century.

The support and commitment of all staff and
the governing body means that our children
receive the best possible start to their
education and are prepared for the next stage
of their education as they move to secondary
school.
If you would like to find out more about our
school, please do not hesitate to contact the
school office. Visits to the school are warmly
welcomed at any t ime. We may be a small
school but we have a BIG heart - you will
always receive a warm welcome from Clifton
School!

Children are at the heart of the school. Staff
and governors work effectively with parents to
ensure the holistic development of each child,
With kind regards
providing a well-balanced education with
excellent pastoral care.
Sarah Threlkeld-Brown David Evans
Head Teacher
Chair of Governors

Our Mission Statement,
Vision and Aims

After consulting with the children, parents, staff and governors, we have re-written Clifton
School's mission statement, values and vision. We wanted these to reflect what we all truly want for
our children and the school. Our visions and values are the core of everything we do. They
underpin our teaching and learning, and provide a setting which prepares our pupils as confident,
happy citizens. Therefore, our new school motto is:

"Success and Happiness For All"

Clifton Primary School's Mission Statement

"We at Clifton Primary School, are dedicated to ensure we provide a happy, supportive,
challenging and inspiring learning environment where each child's talents are nurtured
and developed so they can flourish and become confident, successful, well-balanced and
self-motivated individuals."
Our aims and vision:
• To provide a welcoming and safe environment for all
those that enter our school.
• To provide inspiring teaching and learning
opportunities.
• To encourage and value everyone’s contribution to our
school through a broad, balanced, creative and
forward-thinking curriculum.
• To foster positive relationships with families, the local
community and to have a wider world perspective.
• To work together towards common goals.
• To have high expectations of ourselves and each other
• To rise to new challenges and enjoy promoting new
ways of thinking.
• To provide an ethos of support, challenge and
encouragement to succeed.

"My child would come to
school on Saturdays if I'd let
her - she loves it so much!"
Parent

Clifton School VALUES - The Seven 'Cs' of CLIFTON
CONFIDENCE

CURIOSITY

COLLABORATION

CREATIVITY

COMMUNICATION

COMMITMENT

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Our Wonderful Staff
Mrs. S Threlkeld-Brown
Mrs. K Newman
Miss N Simpson
Mrs. N Brabant
Mrs. A Thornton
Mrs. J Davies
Mrs. G Roberts
Ms. R Price
Mrs. K Chalmers
Mrs. J Hindson
Mrs. J Hunter
Mrs. A Harrison
Ms. H Goad
Mrs. E Walker
Mrs. G Graham
Mrs. B Munro

Headteacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher / TA / ACS Leader
Teaching Assistant (TA)
Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant
School Administrator /Midday Supervisor
School Cook
Midday Supervisor
Lunchtime Assistant
Caretaker / Lunchtime Assistant
BC Supervisor
BC Supervisor

Our Governing Body
The Education Act of 1988 handed much more of the
management of schools over to the Governing Bodies. Probably, the
most important single aspect of this was that the Headteacher and
Governors are responsible for managing the school budget.
The 1988 Act also introduced the National Curriculum which the
Headteacher and Governors are responsible for monitoring and
evaluating. This is a process helped by visits to the school as well as
consultations over Curriculum policies. The Governors must also
produce statements on charging, complaints procedures and
discipline, among others. Governors visit the school on a regular
basis, during lessons, to monitor and become involved in the
curriculum.

Chair
Clerk
Mrs. S Threlkeld-Brown
Mrs. G Roberts
Mr. M Charlton
Mrs. M Threlkeld
Mrs. A Breeze
Ms. A Lattin
Mrs. H Threlkeld
Mrs. A Atkinson

Mr. D Evans
Mrs. J Sheldon
Headteacher
Representative Governor
Staff Governor
Community Governor
Community Governor
Community Governor
Parent Governor
Parent Governor
Parent Governor

Mrs. M Carruthers-Boyd

Parent Governor

Our School Day

8.45am
9.00am
10.30 - 10.45 am
12.00pm - 1.15pm
2.30pm
3.30pm

School gate opens
School day begins
Playtime
Lunchtime
Class 1 Playtime
End of the school day

Our Classes
Class 1 - Years R & 1

Mrs. Brabant, & Mrs. Chalmers

Class 2 - Years 2 & 3

Mrs. Newman, Mrs. Thornton & Mrs. Price

Class 3 - Year 4, 5 & 6

Miss Simpson, Mrs. Threlkeld-Brown & Mrs. Roberts

Our Breakfast and After School Clubs
Our Breakfast Club runs from 8am - 8.45am each day where you
child can have a healthy breakfast and take part in a range of
activities.
Our After School Club runs from 3.30pm - 5.30am each day
where you child can have an after-school snack and take part in a
wide range of activities, planned on a rolling rota.
BOOKING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED - please see the office
for more information.

Learning and Teaching at Clifton

We promote a culture of active learning, developing children's resilience
and independence. We believe that it is through this approach that we
will truly engage, challenge and motivate our children, developing a lifelong love of learning.

Our approach to teaching and
learning enhances the primary
curriculum with a rich, varied,
inspiring and balanced
programme of activities to
inspire learning.

Infant and junior children are
taught in a variety of settings
so that children benefit from
working within both banded
and mixed-ability groups.

Our small class sizes
ensure high staff:pupil
ratios, enabling us to
provide high quality,
personalised learning
experiences . We plan
activities based on
individual needs,
providing timely support
and intervention where
needed, ensuring that all
our children reach their
full potential.

Enrichment Activities

As part of our vibrant curriculum we offer a wide range of cross-curricular learning
opportunities, enrichment activities and extra-curricular sessions and clubs including: sport,
creative arts, music, gardening, outdoors and technology. A range of seasonal sports clubs
and activities are offered and delivered by both PE specialists in school and sports coaches
from the Eden Valley Sports. As well as providing opportunities to develop a range of wider
skills, these clubs and activities also emphasise the importance of collaboration,
communication, commitment, curiosity, creativity and craftsmanship, whilst also developing
confidence.
School trips and visitors to school are an integral part of each child's learning journey at
Clifton. Children learn from real-life experiences - we endeavour to bring learning to life!

Outdoor Learning

We are passionate about taking learning outdoors. We have our own 'Outdoor
Learning Curriculum', where each child develops a range of outdoor skills,
that are built upon during their time in school.
It is widely understood that learning outdoors is motivating, memorable and meaningful
for children. With our school grounds benefiting from a revamped playground area and
school garden we are making more of our outdoor spaces for learning.
Every Friday afternoon the classes take turns to work with Mrs Davies and other school
staff on outdoor team building and problem solving and forest school activities. These are
designed to develop skills in communication, collaboration and resilience alongside
physical skills such as balance, stamina and co-ordination as well as personal safety,
bushcraft and woodcraft. The activities often incorporate learning in other curriculum
areas such as maths and science and all this whilst having great fun with friends!
The challenges are levelled to match the age and skills of the children involved.

Breaking News... we are now
lucky enough to have our own
'Secret Garden'! Shhhh........
it's a secret!

Residential Experiences
We believe that residential experiences are an invaluable part of a child’s
education and as such we provide these opportunities from the very first year of
school. Spending time away from home, learning new skills and taking more
responsibility for yourself.
Reception to Year 2
For the first three years at Clifton School children are invited to an overnight
sleepover in the Summer term. An evening meal, outdoor activities, camp fire,
sleeping in the classrooms and breakfast with friends all help make our Infant
sleepover a favourite with children and staff and is always a night to remember.

Key Stage 2
The children now venture further afield and in the past have visited Robin Wood near
Alston and Barcaple in Dumfries and Galloway. They spend 2 nights away and take part
in a wide range of outdoor activities aimed at developing confidence, independence and
collaboration.
As the children reach their last few years at primary school they are introduced to new
experiences as we visit cities such as York or London. The children spend more nights
away from home and visit a range of attractions which we link to their learning back at
school.

Early Years at Clifton

Our Early Years provision is a great asset of ours'. We stimulate children's natural
curiosity, nurture their capability to learn, enable them to form respectful
relationships and express themselves as individuals. Activities are based around each
child's individual strengths and needs and encourage them to develop their capacity
for independent thought and self-expression - something that, in turn, helps to
develop their self-confidence and love of learning.
The principles which guide the work of all Early Years settings are
grouped into four themes:
A Unique Child – every child is a competent learner from birth who can
be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.
Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent
from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key
person.
Enabling Environments – the environment plays a key role in
supporting and extending children’s development and learning.
Learning and Development – children develop and learn in different
ways and at different rates and all areas of Learning and Development are
equally important and inter-connected.
These four guiding themes work together to underpin effective practice
in the delivery of the EYFS.
Areas of Learning
Across the Early Years Foundation Stage there are six areas covered by the
early learning goals and educational programmes:
Personal, Social and Emotional
Development Communication
Language and Literacy Problem
Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy
Knowledge and Understanding of the
World Physical Development
Creative Development
These areas of Learning and Development are equally important and
depend on each other to support a rounded approach to child
development. All the areas are delivered through planned, purposeful play,
with a balance of adult -led and child- initiated activities.

Early Years at Clifton
Each year, our new Reception
children come in for morning
sessions during the summer term
and are helped to settle in by their
buddies from Years 5 and 6.
Over the coming year they
become great friends who are very
important to each other.

We really appreciate
all the help and
support our Big
Buddies give to their
Little Buddies during
their first year at
school.

Strong links with 'Clifton Little Tinkers'

and 'Stay and Play' sessions
in school every week - please telephone school for more
information

The Learning Environment
Classroom learning environments are
vibrant, with celebrations of children's
work and creativity evident throughout
school. A wide variety of practical
resources also support lear ning,
including a range of computing
equipment such as laptops, iPads and
digital cameras.
We end each week by celebrating children's successes in our whole school
'Celebration Assembly'. In each class we award a reader, writer and
mathematician of the week, alongside a superstar of the week. We also recognise
those children who have made Clifton a wonderful place to be by putting the
'LIFT' into C'LIFT'ON!

Learning in all national curriculum
subjects is enhanced by cross
curricular study, workshops and
practical activities. We have strong
links with local secondary schools to
ensure a smooth transition as our
children move to the next stage of
their education.

Happy, Healthy, Safe
Our primary concern is for all
children to thrive in an
environment where they feel
happy, safe and secure. The
school ethos is built around 'The
7 C's' - seven fundamental values
which encourage children to
become responsible, respectful
individuals with the enthusiasm,
resilience and integrity to succeed
in whatever they undertake.

The small size of our school results in
a true family atmosphere in which the
children develop crucial social skills
through mixed-age classes, playtimes
and lunchtimes. Older children act as
responsible role models for the
younger children and our school
councillors play a vital role in
promoting the positive values which
underpin our ethos.

We have our own kitchen where we provide
delicious, healthy meals - nothing is too
much trouble for our kitchen staff and
accommodating the needs of the children.

Staying Active

The importance of a healthy lifestyle is
promoted throughout school. All children
access a wide range of exciting sporting
opportunities delivered by both highly
skilled PE specialists on our staff, as well
as specialists from the Eden Valley Sports
Partnership. Parents with sporting skills
also often volunteer to run sports clubs
for the children.

The children have regular opportunities
to take part in sporting competitions and
tournaments, from basic-skills and
gymnastics to tag rugby, hockey, netball
and football.

We e n c o u r a g e o u r c h i l d r e n t o
understand the importance of an active
lifestyle. Fruit is provided for the younger
children and all children have access to a
healthy mid-morning snack - something
to keep them going until lunch time. We
also encourage our children to drink
water regularly throughout the day.

Parents and Community
The strong family ethos that exists here at Clifton Primary School promotes close
relationships with all our parents. We truly advocate the 'parents as partners'
approach in order to provide the very best for all of our children.
Daily face-to-face contact and regular communications ensure all our parents are
informed of the details of school life. We genuinely listen to, and act upon,
parental feedback and suggestions to ensure they feel valued members of the
school community. Our breakfast and after school clubs provide pastoral care for
busy parents.

Our P.T.A.
We are fortunate to have an amazingly
active PTA (Parent Teacher Association)
who hold social and fund-raising events
throughout the year. Their Summer and
Christmas Fairs are to be marvelled at!
Latterly, they have raise money for:
* reading lofts
* lockers and furniture
* a new whole school maths scheme
* interactive screen for classrooms
Recently, ee held a sponsored walk of the
'Ullswater Way' to raise money for
additional Ipads in school. We are looking
to have them installed very soon!

Please feel free to call and arrange a visit.
We are a 'small' school with a 'BIG' heart.
You will always receive a warm welcome
here at Clifton Primary School.

